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Mansfield Historical Society 
Letter from the President, Tom Leach  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

As I get older, I seem to remember past holidays and the stories around them. Iôm 
sure my memory isnôt complete in reality, but they are precious to me. Especially 
when they involve the kids and those who have passed decades ago. Iôm sure that 
I am the only one experiencing this phenomenon. It is easy to look back and hard-
er to look forward. As I review everything, we have accomplished this past year 
and what is before us in 2023, I started to realize the conflict within a historical 
society where we constantly look at the past and determine how to preserve it 
making it relevant and interesting for the future. The Mansfield Historical Society 
Board will be having a work session in January creating a plan for 2023. We still 
have major ongoing projects like the Foster Diaries, the Foster Cook Book and the 
Cook Cabin project. We have the opportunities for additional projects which the 
board will be discussing in January. The Annual Meeting in October was a huge 
success. My heart was encouraged by the excitement within the group and the 
large unexpected donations received. We also received a large donation in remem-
brance. If you have any ideas on something the Historical Society should achieve 
or want to get further involved, please contact me. tkleach2293@att.net This is the 
season of planning and a perfect time to get involved. 

Happy New Year, 

Thomas Leach 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ANNUAL MEMBER MEETING 

The Mansfield Historical Society annual meeting was held on Thursday, October  

13th at the MISD Great Room.  El Primos Mexican cuisine was donated by Todd 

Tonore, owner.  Jack Crowder presented the program and PowerPoint on his 

work transcribing the Foster Diaries. He became close to Louisa Foster, through 

her 13 diaries.  He talked about his experiences with research and the hard life of 

this early Texas pioneer family.  Jack worked on this project for the Historical So-

ciety for over a year, then helped us secure the publication through TCU Press.  

There were 41 attendees.  Many members have not attended in the past due to 

COVID threat.  We were happy to see Faye Rydell and Bill Beard, Felix Wong, 

Chris and Shanda Burkett, Barbara Gulledge, Kenneth and Loretta Pressley, 

Wayne Wilshire with daughter, Tammy Miller. Dale Seeton, his mom, Sandra, 

and daughter, Mark and Bonnie Walker, Carol Oldham, Chris Ohan, Cindy Gard-

ner, Annette Hamill,  Donnie Anderson and Ava Chapman, and many others. 
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   aŀƴǎŬŜƭŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ς ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 
 
bŜǿ [ƛŦŜ ǝƳŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ     bŜǿ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΥ 
5ƻƴƴƛŜ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ !Ǿŀ /ƘŀǇƳŀƴ    /ƛƴŘȅ DŀǊŘƴŜǊ 
¢ŀƳƳȅ ²ƛƭǎƘƛǊŜ aƛƭƭŜǊ     !ƴƴŜǧŜ IŀƳƛƭƭ 
5ŜŜ 5ŀǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴ aŀƘŀƴ     όhŎǘƻōŜǊ ς 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊύΥ 
5ŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ /ƻƴƪŜƭ     bŀƴŎȅ 9Φ DǊŜŜƴŜ 
YƛƳ /ŀƴƴŀŘȅ      aƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wƛǘŀ /ƻƻƪ 

 tŀƳ .ƛȄōȅ 
 !ƳŀƴŘŀ wƻƎŜǊǎ Yƻǿŀƭǎƪƛ 
 

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎκ/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΥ   {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ 
!ƳŀȊƻƴ {ƳƛƭŜǎ   Ϸ   ор   [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ  Ϸ плл 
YǊƻƎŜǊ wŜǿŀǊŘǎ   Ϸ мрт   aŀƴǎŬŜƭŘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ !ǎǎƴ Ϸ олл 
¢ƻƳ ¢ƘǳƳōκ!ƭōŜǊǘǎƻƴǎ wŜǿŀǊŘǎ Ϸ   пу   CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ 5ŀȅ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ  Ϸ прл 
[¢± 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ  Ϸ   рс   aŀƴǎŬŜƭŘ /ŀǊŜǎ όн ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ŜǎǘΦύ Ϸ мпл 
aƛƪŜ [ŜȅƳŀƴ   Ϸ олл  
aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ .ƻƴƴƛŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ όhŎǘ-5ŜŎύ Ϸ млл    Lƴ-YƛƴŘ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΥ 
{ΦYΦ ŀƴŘ [ƻǊŜǧŀ tǊŜǎǎƭŜȅόhŎǘ-5ŜŎύ ϷмлΣрлл  9ƭ tǊƛƳƻǎκ¢ƻŘŘ ¢ƻƴƻǊŜΣ ƻǿƴŜǊ 
bƻǊǘƘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ DƛǾƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ нлнм Ϸ  ммл   9ŀƎƭŜ tƻǎǘŀƭκ/ƭŀȅ !ǊǿƛƴŜΣ ƻǿƴŜǊ 
[ƻōōȅ ϧ aŜƳōŜǊ    Ϸ   ор   wŀȅƳƻƴŘ aŜŜƪǎΣ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ 
CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ 5ŀȅ wŀƉŜ   Ϸ нтр   /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ bƛŎƘƻƭǎΣ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
!ƴƴǳŀƭ aǘƎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ Ϸ плл 
/ƛǘȅ ²ƛŘŜ ¸ŀǊŘ {ŀƭŜǎ  Ϸ нрт 

 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΥ 
/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢/¦ tǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ CƻǎǘŜǊ 5ƛŀǊƛŜǎ 
!ŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ όƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΦŎƻƳύ ǘƻ aŀƴǎŬŜƭŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ мфпр-нлмф 
{Ŝǘ ǳǇ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǎŎŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 
tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ 5ŀȅΣ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ȅŀǊŘ ǎŀƭŜΣ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 
CƻǳǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎ 

 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΥ 
¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƛǎŀ CƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƻƪōƻƻƪ ŎƛǊŎŀ мурл-муул 
{ŎŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘǎΣ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ  
tŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀƴǎŬŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜ 5ǊΦ /ƻƻƪΩǎ [ƻƎ /ŀōƛƴ  

 
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 
wŀȅƳƻƴŘ aŜŜƪǎΣ !ǧƻǊƴŜȅ-ŀǘ-[ŀǿκ!ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
WŀŎƪ /ǊƻǿŘŜǊ 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ bƛŎƘƻƭǎ 
/ŀǊƻƭ /ƻƻƪ /ƻƻǇŜǊ  
¢ŀƳƳȅ ²ƛƭǎƘƛǊŜ aƛƭƭŜǊ 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ CǊŜƛŘƳŀƴ 
YŀǊŜƴ [ŜŀŎƘ 
aƛƪŜ [ŜȅƳŀƴΣ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭκ!ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
WŜǎǎƛŎŀ .ŀōŜǊΣ aǳǎŜǳƳ /ǳǊŀǘƻǊ 
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Early Settlers to Southeast Tarrant County é.. The Nichols family  (160 years) 

George Nichols and wife, Mary A. Beavans, were natives of Maryland.  He was a tailor by trade, and he was 

also a Postmaster and a toll-gate keeper at Ridgeville, Maryland.  They had seven children.  He died in 1842 

and his wife, Mary, died ten days later, leaving the children to be raised by relatives.  Their children were: 

George, Julian Theodore (J.T.), Anne, Thomas, F.E., Frances, and Sadonia.   

J.T. Nichols (b. 11-21-1832) was ten years old when both parents died.  He was reared by his maternal 

grandfather Beavans and an uncle who taught him the milling business.  J.T. spent his childhood on an apple 

farm; and at the age eighteen he began work at his trade.  In 1860 he began his journey to Texas.  He mar-

ried Martha A. Reilly or Riley in Virginia.  He spent a short time in Kansas where he bought a team of horses, 

and left for Dallas. In the Dallas area there were a few mills in the 1850s, and two became huge mills over 

the next one hundred years.  J.T. took charge of one of the mills in Dallas and moved to Mansfield in 1863 to 

oversee the Man and Feild Mill. J.T. was exempted from serving in the Confederacy for obvious reasons ï he 

ran a mill that helped feed the army. He spent one year as a miller under government service before he was 

detailed to gather cattle for the Confederacy.  

In addition to his small farm and agricultural pursuits, he followed the freighting business.  (Mansfield had a 

wagon maker and a freighting business that delivered product from the mill to the US Army forts west of Fort 

Worth.)  In 1869, J.T. bought 305 acres of timber land, 200 of which was later under cultivation; and he also 

gave special attention to raising good horses. J.T. and Martha had seven sons: Charles E, George Reilly, 

Theodore E, Thomas A, John C, Willie H, and B.M.  

On November 19, 1893, George Reilly Nichols married Frances E. (Fannie) Blessing Greer.  Fannie (b. 9-

18-1869) was married previously and had one son, I. B. Greer. Fannie was the daughter of John and Martha 

J. Blessing of Mansfield. The wedding took place on the Nichols property in the presence of B. Smith and 

S.N. Wilson and friends. They had the following children: Clara E., b 1894, Martha A., b 1897, Charles R., b 

1899, Lena M., b 1901, Ida H., b 1904, and Hannah F., b 1906.   

Fannie Nichols died in 1908 from TB.  The family traveled around trying to find a cure for her, but it was futile. 

George Nichols became a widower with five children to raise, the youngest was only two years old.  Martha 

A. died earlier in 1906 at the age of nine years. With the help of his children, George ran a dairy, farmed and 

maintained a large orchard.  He developed the Jack Belle peach and had a big orchard.  He also loved flow-

ers and provided flowers for all occasions in town.  

The surviving children married: stepson, I.B. Greer married Alice Mullins in 1908, Clara Nichols married 

Chandler Royal in 1916, Lena married Baxter Wilson in 1920, Charles Reilly married Ida Edgemon in 1920, 

Hannah married Everett Foster in 1924, and Ida married Henry Allen in 1927. George remarried after all the 

children were married to Carrie Bellows Cope in 1928. 

Son, Charles R. and wife, Ida had one son, Charley Joe Nichols, who married Sue Phillips in 1946.  Charley 

was the Postmaster of Mansfield Post Office from 1948 to 1973.  They had two children: Ann and Charles 

who now lives in Mansfield. 

Sue Phillips Nichols Wammack was an active member of the Mansfield Historical Society. Her son, Charles 

is a Lifetime member and provides technical advice to Historical Society. 

The History of Mansfield, Texas 1860-1965 
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STORIES ðð-LOVE, LOSS, REMEMBERANCE   by Karen Leach 

As Mansfield men left for the Civil War, doing what they thought was expected of them, a 
smile on their faces and being cheered as they waved goodbye to their wives, daughters and 
younger sons. Each photographing their loved ones faces in their mind and heart so that they 
wouldnôt forget, some not realizing that theyôd never see each other again. But inside them-
selves what did the men feel? Anguish but obligated to their new roles as solders? What did the 
women feel in their new role taking their manôs place without a lot of experience attending a 
store or farming their land. At first, they would be fine in their new role, but it wouldnôt have 
taken long to feel the burden of their respective role with very little of a way out, each impris-
oned in a role of sacrifice. Sadly, none of these questions will ever be answered. 

The Foster diaries and that familiesô experiences in Texas are in process of being published and 
many letters, diaries and accounts in other states have previously been published. They are sto-
ries about real people, and how they lived their lives. Real flesh and blood people telling their 
stores of their experiences and the costs they endured. But what about the stories that were 
never written down? Stories of love and loss of the men that were either buried with them in a 
mass grave or never written down when they came home. The stories that are now lost to time. 

What were the stories of the people from Mansfield during the Civil War and afterwards? What 
kind of people were they? What did they think and feel about their experiences? What were 
their secrets? How did the Mansfield men feel just before a battle began? Fear? Regret? A 
sense of doom? Did their loved ones come before their eyes in their mind and heart? Where 
they wishing that they were home but stayed in the war, because they were commanded to? 
What was their brotherhood with their fellow soldiers? And what did their wife, mother, sister 
or children at home feel as they did their manôs work. What did they feel when the men came 
nor never came home? Where the women at least able to establish a sisterhood with the other 
women in Mansfield?   

Only the mill crew remained in Mansfield during the Civil War, Ralph Man, partner and man-
ager, J.T. Nichols, miller, and Dr. Duff Hodges the only local physician. Were the women in 
town afraid? How much work, sacrifice and courage did they have to keep their families from 
starving and homeless? Were they angry? Depressed? Lonely or filled with grief? What were 
their thoughts when their husband or son never came home? We donôt know because we donôt 
have the Mansfieldôs men and womenôs stories, which of course is a great loss to history and 
how they built and rebuilt their lives. Some of the families stayed, others left but none would 
escape for the rest of their days the memories of their loved one or their previous life they lost 
forever. 

It is not just the Civil War stories that sadly have never been told and lost forever, but every 
war, experiences during the depression or any life changing event after that. Some men would 
not reveal their war experiences because it was too painful not realizing that with telling their 
stories they could not only help others and make a difference in otherôs lives but also that they 
themselves could be healed in heart and soul. It would not have mattered if they were heroes or 
not. These lost stories would have been valuable to those who have come behind them.  
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 Pictured left to right:  Bill Beard, Faye 
 Rydell, Chris Burkett, Shanda Burkett, 

 and Mickey Gerloff.  Mikey Leyman, 
 councilman, standing, and Carol  
 Oldhman, seated,  are in the back 

 ground. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 Pictured, seated left to right:  Johnny 
 Bratton, Ava Chapman, and  Donnie  

 Anderson. Standing behind is Bonnie 
 Walker 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Pictured seated let to right: Peggy and 
 Jack Crowder, speaker, and Karen 
 Leach.  Standing in the background I

 are Barbara Gulledge with Loretta 
 Pressley. 
 

 The table decorations were donated by 
 Carol Cook Cooper and her committee, 

 Linda Leddy, Janell Prince, Carol  
              Oldham. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Museum and Heritage Center events by Jessica Baber, museum curator 
  
 On January 17th through April 1st the Mansfield Historical Museum will have a quilt display. On Saturday, January 17, Debby Rake will 
be at the museum to give a presentation on the history and care of quilts. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own family quilts so that Debby 
can identify the pattern and materials used in the making of the quilt.  
 Children and families are invited to the Man House Museum on February 11 for Hands on History to make a historical craft and a tour.  

****************************** 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŀƴǎŬŜƭŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΧΧΦΦ.ŜƴŜŬǩƴƎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Iŀƭƭ 

 hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нтǘƘΣ мфнмΣ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ άCŀǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ά[ŜŀƴǎέΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƭƛǇǎ ƻǊ ƎŜǘǎ ǘǿƛǎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ Ƴŀƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƳƛǘΦ  
¢ƘŜ άCŀǘǎέ ŀǊŜΥ Wŀȅ DǊƻǿΣ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΣ 9ŘΦ .ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘΣ /ŀǘŎƘŜǊΣ ²ΦDΦ 9ƭƭƛǎΣ WΦ/Φ {ƘŜŜǊŜǊΣ DΦ! IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ 9ΦwΦ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ WΦ¢Φ hǊǊΣ 
WƴƻΦ ²ŀǧǎΣ wΦ9Φ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΣ /ΦtΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ²Φ IΦ {ǘŀƘƭΣ /ƘŀǎΦ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ  WƛƳ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCŀǘǎέ ŀƴŘ 
.Ŝƴ ²ŀǊŘΣ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŀƴǎέΦ  WŀƪŜ .ŀŎƪΣ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǳƳǇƛǊŜΦ  bh C[h²9w{Φ /ha9Φ 


